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JPEFUl FACTOR FOR DETROIT! 




By Berricrd Mullins 

Tjie Detroit parents of a 
U-2 pilot, who Is a close 
iricnd of Francis Powers, 

• Russian-held spy-plane pilot,! hurst, is the pHot of a U2 

j reconnaissance Jot statlbncd 
•at the • Strategic Air Com- 


turous, the Job of waiting knd 
worrying Is "no fuft." V; 

Capt. Charles B. Stratton, 
31; the son of Mr. and ijfrs. 
John Stratton, of 2605 Elm- 


said Saturday: 

•'We would rather he go . -- , 

back fo his job as a paperboy Base in Del Rio, Tex, 
than become a >'py pilot ’ 

Although the job of a Ccu- 




I* . };. 




The fart that their son' is 

-o ... „ an air force U-2 pjlot instead 

traf Intelligence Agency pilot of a CJA flier is some com- 
ts lucrative and may se un to ' fort, but not a greet deal, 
be glamorijus and adven- • Sometimes, from Ill's let- 


jt'ers, you try to put two'- 
two together and, th 
wonder,” Stratton sa 

, *the Barents of 

couldn't be. tnore proud if 
their son if he were Pn8i 
dent oi the United ‘Stat#. 
1 Bui the worhy is syil there. 

“Aa far as we know," IRji. 
Stratton aaid, “he has flown 
all over every country In* the 
world -^ except Russia. But 
sometime* I wdnder.” . - •» 
In typicnl mother fashion, 
Mrs. :S;i atton worries. 
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.'CH.' 


AH ON 


to. 
agp. 

• “I don’t fi^nkyouf met hitiif . 
or Ws uflfe, but we were in’ 
the same squadron at Turner. 

(Tuimt Alt Force Base, Al- 
bany. GaJ. 

“IT'S NO secret now that 
Em flytog, U-2s, but we orriy, 
use - Jhterq . h e.r e for air \ 
sampling. 

• ‘ *There’l tt'othlitg I can add I 
to what yif! Tadio ana news-, . 

•paper's, have, already saidf'A 5 
(^>out the Powers case);” j* 

•T fJcl so sorry for hisj • 
(Powers') mother, ‘SMrs. Strat-r 

• ton said. “When I saw hcr|. .. 
picture In the paper I .cried.) * 
And think of his poor wife.” i ” 

The elder Stratton, 51, i ■ 

• said ‘ , 

My'hcail really, goes out If' 
to his parents and wife. ItF-’ 
may sound selfikh, but Ed! • . 
rather it be her. than us. ! 

‘She could - cry on my f 

shoulder Anytime.” , * 

Of the spy plane incident,! 
the Strattons agreed: * ‘ 

‘The government should* ; \ 
have told the straight story} 

. first!”* - . . 

“It has to go on.” the Jr "■ , r 
senior Stratton said, "It's juatl • ••'''• • 
too bad that we got caJehtw ' 

CAPT, STRArr ON was aHj /"/; 
Detroit Crimes carrier in hisf* ' • ‘ • •' * 
youth as was his brother' * . 

Harold, 28, now an engineer!' Y- 
ana government rocket ex-i . 

perf, - . ' }, • ' 

Capt. -Stratton is married! ' /■ 

to the iormrr Ann Vova, also 
Detroit. They have two! , 
sons, John Charles, 5, and; ,’ 

Robert Bryan, 3. They live at, - 
Laughlin AFB, Del Rio, if • 

The Strattons were, a da-' 
mant in their reaction 'to the* , 
possibi’ity of their sou fol- •_ * , 

lowing In the footsteps of, 

Powers and taking 'a ciA^ 
pilot’s' jot 

He wouldn’t do that In 
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